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Introduction

Safety, the Most Important Issue

As a first responder, safety is your most important concern.  You must protect yourself so that you can protect your fellow responders and the public.  If you do not arrive safely at the incident scene, or if you become injured or incapacitated in any way, you will not be able to provide the services required by the initial call for help.  We need to examine some of the pertinent issues of scene control, keeping your safety and survival in mind.  The use of personal protective equipment (PPE) coupled with positive pressure self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) will greatly increase your safety.

All emergency operations must be organized to be successful.  Remember that the initial actions taken by the first responders will affect the final outcome of the incident.  Besides, an organized and well-managed incident creates a safer environment for all involved.  One of the best ways to understand the nature of organization is to view it from a systems approach.


A system is a unit of interrelated, dependent parts or functions designed to achieve a common goal.  

[image: image2.wmf]A good example is the human body.  The body’s systems--sensory, nervous, muscular, circulatory, reproductive, and skeletal--all play a role in sustaining life.  If the systems are not properly interrelated and fail to function as one organism, life is threatened.  Similarly, if the emergency scene is not properly managed, the potential for loss of scene control exists.  Not only is scene control lost, there could be other consequences resulting in greater loss of life or injury.  Therefore, the use of an integrated systems approach, such as incident command, is critical to the outcome of the incident.

If you suspect a chemical, biological, or nuclear incident, this text does not provide you with the necessary training to completely protect yourself.  Your principal responsibility in this instance is to call those responders who have the appropriate training and equipment. 
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