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1.1 Cenan!

rvrontsCrI;Jl is a Blitish dcpcndcncy Iocmcd in the Lcc\\'ard Islands of the Eastcrn Canbbcan. 1t

te; 11 miles Jong and 7 milcs \\le/¡; \11th an afca oI' 39.5 squarc miles lts ncafcst nClghbours are

Antigua lo [he 110lth cast (lllclGlladclollpc to lhe sOlllh casL each appro:-amatcly 27 mIles a",ay,

Figmcs ] :md 2 inc\Jcatc (hc [ocallol) 01' Iv1011lscIJat in the Can bbc,m and a map ol' the ]sbnd

rcspcclj\'C]~

Prcvailillg ,vmds are 1'10111the norlh cast to soulh east al1d average rainfall is in the V]CIlÜt)'of

60 lI1chcspet, yCZ1r Thc SOLirrícrc Hills volcanonScs to 3,000 ft abovc SCCl!cvcl at C!Janees

Peak in lhe southcrn halr 01'the isbnd The Sl1mmil ]5 almost al\my.r; obscllrcd by clollds. Thc

SOllfrH;rc sJopcs fi 0111]ls pc~k to th~ sea on the cast, SOUlll and \\.cst and to\Vards the Be!ham

V:;¡!lcy on ¡]¡¡: nortil \\hCJ'(;: the kmd lh",,'11¡"¡SCSiJJto tile CCnlJC HiJJs Rcc.cl1t va/cano ¡¡ct¡vity J1ZlS

bccn accompal1lccl by scislllJe activlty 01' rcbtJvcI) lo\\' lJJlcnsíly as has bccn ¡he casc rmor [Q

thc rCCCl)!;lctiv¡ty

At long¡tude J6° 4.5 'N :Uld bt¡tudc 62() ¡O 'W TvJonlscJ¡al 15 cxpascd to ¡he acllon of Atl:mtJc

tropíc~( slonns

fhscd on lhe Scopc of SenlCCS 111 the Contr<1ctuJ! Servlcc Agrccmcnt COI1!r;lcl No CSA-O? ¡-

97 the Contr;;¡ctor. Da \'Id A. Lash!cv of Da\'tcl LashIc) & ParlJlcrs rnc. Guricd Ollt the

V\l]l1c¡,llJl]Jt) Asscssl1lcnl al' t[n:: Di'll1klllg \VJt-.;r SLlpply InfrastrLlcturc 01' !\'Ionrserrat. nith the

V[CWor rccoll1J11Cnd1l1gllllllg:lllon 1111::a:,ll['CS to [¡mit d:unagc to th.:;walel SLlppl} s)'stems anslllg

ft-OI11voteano, earthc¡uakc 01"In]] ric:l11c.

1.2 AIHJroach to ¡he Tas!.

'-2.1 Fi rst Visit

Thc task cOJ11mcl1ccd"ith J \'¡Slt to 1\'lonlscJrat in 11lId-Apl'i[ 1997 to obtain the b~cksrül1nd to

tIno issues u\ meerlng \\ ilh rdc\'anl p:.;rSOI111CI.pnmanl) Crol11thc rVlonLserrat \Vater Aut!1orit\'
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Lll1d othcJ rCpre5el11al¡veS 01' GovemmellL as \VeJl as members of the OvcrSCLlSDeveJopmcnt

Admil11str;;¡uon oe the l1ntish GovcJ 111111,;ntrcsponsiblc ror the managcmcnt of the cmclgcncy [ud

in the euo enl volcano CliSl5 and SCientists at the Montscrrat Volcano Observatory.

At the tIme üf the f'irst V¡SJLthe SoufJ'lere Hills Volc¡¡no had bccn active for aver onc year and

I1lJl:';1110nthsalld [here had bccl1 a I1KllQ['dlslocatloll of pubJjc and pr¡vate sector operatlons duc

to Lheneed for movcmcnL Lo the Safc Zone north of the I3clham VaHey, 1Jlthe northcrn half of

the iS!,Hld, As a result, most oi' the pLlblic ¡}l1dj)I'lV¡¡tcseclor \Vere opcrming rrom tempolary

aCCOJllmOebtlons wlth the additionctl burdcn of havlllg to manage conditlOns due to the 'volcamc

actlvlt\

E\cn in these ti'} mg Circumstances. CH~r) effO! t \\'as nudc to asslst 111oblainll1g rcadily

accessll)1c ~lVatlabJc míormatlOn and makll1g arrangClllelJLs fo] [lh; pl1ysica] inspecuoJ] of

critica1componentsof' the majar ehinkll1g \\ ater systems 01 i'vlontscrr;;¡t FUIthcr promiscs \\,cre

l\1:lck to obtail1 ¡dcv;;¡nL I\;ports 011 lile water s)stems rOl' I'evic\\. takJl1g ¡nto aCCOl111ttb;;

reclllcecl abjJjt~ lo 10cC1Ledocllments 11lthe CUIrent operational cOlldltlOns

DLlJ lJlg tl1l5 first visit. an in~IJL~ctLon01' llJé. IIlt,1ke mst,111,1tions and storagc fllCilitics at Hopc,

La\\") ers and Olveston \Vas madl.: In mldltion. basic ¡nformatJOn idel1tli~lJ1g thc Yanous spring

and \Vdl soulces. stOJage facllltlcS. pUillplllg statlons and supph m,1IllS \\'as obtaincd in

dJ:lgrammatlc f'orm fIgures 3. 4 amI 5 folJowing indicate t]m data

A VISJt \\ as madc to thc Montscrrat VO!c,1no Obscrvatory \\'hel e the scientlsts bricfl) ollt]med

the hlstory ot' reccnt aCl!\/ltICS :1I1d 1:1dlc,ltcd tllcir t1lonitoring ane! b:1Sis oC \\'arllIng s) stl.:J11SIII

rdatlOn to the Illform:lt¡on colJcctccl. A RJskMap of tlle island \\-as jJ]ov¡dcd and IS lI1cluded as

Figlll e 6

Tlu; Cont] actol olltlllled tlle pUlpose of his visit to Montscnat and onc 01' the SClentlsts

proJllISed to pt"ovlc!e :1 repon \\ hlch \\as 1Il1C!c¡'prcpat"at¡ÜJl lJ1 rcbllOl1 to vClrjous ]lsb and

would mcarporate commenll datcd to waler supply

Tllc reporl "1'0111the Volcano Observarar) 5eientt::.ts \\'as subscqucntly reecJ\'ed along \\'ith other

rclcvanl int'ormation 011 \Vatc] suppl)' studies and repol ts c¡s the)' becamc av,ubblc. tbc last

po¡tlon ohdHCh aro ved on JuJy [0:11 t91.)7 a!oL1g wnh [he Ju]y 4,I11CVlscd nsk map lllc1udcd as

Figure 7

A \'¡:,it \\<1S [l)ade to the EmcJgClle~ OpCI ations Centrc \\'hel e information on the opcr,ltJOns WrlS

rccclved aJong \1 ¡lh "An OfJkjc¡rs Guide to EVClcuat¡OnProccdurcs in a Volc<mre El11ergcncy"
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