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The Director has established an inter-programmatic Task Force on Epidemic Alert and Response (EAR), expanding the terms of reference of the Task Force for the International Health Regulations (IHR) formed 14 October 2004 (GIB HQ/FO-04-62).    Dr.  Carissa F.  Etienne, Assistant Director, has been designated to chair the Task Force, and DPC/CD will serve as the Technical Secretariat.  The Task Force’s principal function will be that of advising the Organization on all activities related to the planning and implementation of influenza pandemic preparedness and response, as well as on the implementation of the International Health Regulations in the Region.  Its inter-programmatic nature responds to the complex process involved in the IHR implementation and influenza pandemic planning.  These require highly-coordinated efforts from a variety of sectors that include the private sector.  

The recently-adopted International Health Regulations 2005 (IHR-2005) stipulate that countries develop, strengthen and maintain core capacities to detect, assess and intervene in such a way as to control events of international public-health importance.  Influenza caused by a new virus serotype is one of the mandatory reportable diseases listed under the IHR-2005.

PAHO has already conducted pandemic preparedness activities throughout the Region.  However, the recent increase in the number of human cases infected by a highly pathogenic avian influenza strain in Asia has created heightened awareness that an influenza pandemic might be imminent.  Although the timing of such an event cannot be predicted, rapid international spread is facilitated by high urban density and frequent intercontinental air travel.  Furthermore, there is a high proportion of aging population worldwide, coupled with the chronically ill and immune-compromised are likely to contribute to severe morbidity and mortality.  

The prospects for controlling the influenza pandemic are limited.  Despite progress made in vaccine development, a shortage of vaccine supply is anticipated, at least during the first wave of the pandemic.  The use of antiviral agents will be constrained by high costs and limited supplies.  Given the above scenario, all countries need to develop national influenza pandemic preparedness plans focusing on general public health measures to reduce the expected impact on the population, health care services, and their economies.  Countries also need to establish criteria for the rational use of vaccines and antiviral agents.

 

 

 Expected activities of the Task Force will include: 

        Proposal of a strategic and operational framework for PAHO to respond to public-health emergencies of international concern, as defined in the IHR-2005;

        Definition of programmatic responsibilities and coordinating mechanisms within PAHO for addressing the pandemic influenza threat; 

        Proposal of technical-cooperation strategies to support countries in strengthening core capacities for the prevention, detection and response to diseases subject to IHR-2005;

        Establishment of mechanisms for coordinated actions on pandemic influenza preparedness and IHR-2005 implementation with partners such as international development agencies, multilateral organizations and regional integration systems; 

        Support to the implementation of the United Nations Influenza Pandemic Preparedness Plan to ensure that PAHO staff is covered;

        Definition of information-and-knowledge management strategies for epidemic preparedness and response, especially for pandemic influenza and other public health emergencies as stated in the IHR-2005.

 

The EAR Task Force will be comprised of PAHO staff from the following Areas, Units and Country Offices: 

 
AD/DPC/CD – Communicable Diseases

AD/DPC/VP – Veterinary Public Health

AD/SDE – Area of Sustainable Development and Environmental Health

AD/FCH/IM – Immunization

AD/THS/EV – Essential Medicines, Vaccines and Health Technologies

AD/THS/OS – Health Services Organization

AD/CAREC – Caribbean Epidemiology Center

 

AM/PRO – Procurement Services

 

DD/PED – Area of Emergency Preparedness and Disaster Relief

DD/IKM – Area of Information and Knowledge Management

DD/LEG – Area of Legal Affairs

DD/PIN – Area of Public Information

DPM/GPP – Area of Governance, Policy and Partnerships

DPM/SHD/HP – Health Policies and Systems

 

Representatives: 

PWR – Guyana, Dr.  Bernadette Theodore-Gandi (English Speaking Caribbean)

 PWR – Panama, Dr.  Guadalupe Verdejo (Central America, Mexico and Latin 
       Caribbean)
PWR – Uruguay, Dr.  José Fernando Dora (Southern Cone, including Brazil)

PWR – Venezuela, Dr.  Renato Gusmão (Andean Countries)
